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E.O. 11652: N-A 

SUBJECT: EDITORIAL IN THE IRISH PRESS, JULY 1, 1978 

FOLLOWING EDITORIAL APPEARED IN THE IRISH PRESS, JULY 1, 

1978 UNDER THE HEADING "THE BARTERED SPIES". 

THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY WHEELING AND DEALING IS QUITE 
COMMONPLACE BETWEEN COMMUNIST AND DEMOCRATIC 
GOVERNMENTS. HUMAN BEINGS ARE BARTERED AGAINST 
ONE ANOTHER. NOT SO MUCH ON A NUMERICAL BASIS AS ON 
THE VALUE THEIR RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS ATTACH TO THEM. 
THERE IS AND HAS BEEN FOR YEARS A BRISK TRADE IN THE 
EXCHANGE OF ALLEGED SPIES BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
AND THE SOVIET UNION AND BETWEEN WEST AND EAST GERMANY. 

THIS WEEK AN AMERICAN CITIZEN WAS RELEASED INTO THE 
CHARGE OF HIS COUNTRY'S AMBASSADOR IN MOSCOW IN RETURN 
FOR THE RELEASE OF TWO ALLEGED RUSSIAN SPIES TO THEIR 
AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON. THE AMERICAN MR. FRANCIS J. 
CRAWFORD, HAD BEEN IN CUSTODY SINCE JUNE 1 1 ON CURRENCY 
LAW VIOLATION CHARGES, AND HIS FREEING IN EXCHANGE FOR 
THE RELEASE OF THE TWO RUSSIANS ACCUSED OF 
ESPIONAGE IN THE UNITED STATES FOLLOWED THE PATTERN 
THAT HAS NOW BECOME ESTABLISHED PRACTICE. 
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A NEW AND SERIOUS DIMENSION HAS BEEN ADDED TO THE 
SOMEWHAT FRAGILE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE KREMLIN AND 
THE WHITE HOUSE BY THE SUMMONING OF TWO AMERICAN NEWSMEN 
TO ANSWER CHARGES OF SLANDER IN A MOSCOW COURT. 

THE TWO CORRESPONDENTS REPRESENT TWO OF THE MOST 
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RESPECTED NEWSPAPERS IN THE UNITED STATES - THE NEW 
YORK TIMES AND THE BALTIMORE SUN. 

THEY HAVE NOT BEEN TOLD THE NATURE OF THE ALLEGATIONS, 
WHICH HAVE APPARENTLY BEEN BROUGHT BY THE STATE 
TELEVISION AND RADIO ORGANISATION, BUT IT IS THOUGHT 
THAT THE RUSSIANS MAY BE TAKING THIS ACTION BECAUSE OF 
REPORTS SENT BY THE CORRESPONDENTS TO THEIR PAPERS OF 
THE SENTENCING IN GEORGIA LAST MONTH OF TWO MEMBERS OF 
THE DISSIDENT HELSINKI HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP. 

THE ACTION AGAINST THE REPORTERS WILL BE SEEN AS A 
SETBACK TO THE POLICY OF DETENTE WHICH PRESIDENT CARTER 
HAS BEEN PRESSING, AND WHICH THE BRITISH PRIME MINISTER 
MR. CALLAGHAN, ALSO ESPOUSED IN A SPEECH IN WASHINGTON. 

IT IS ALL TOO EASY TO ACCUSE FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS OF 
SLANDERING THE REGIME IF THEY FI E F. STORIES EMBARRASSING 
TO THE RUSSIAN SECRET POLICE, FOR EXAMPLE. 

A YEAR AGO A LOS ANGELES TIMES REPORTER WAS ACCUSED OF 
TRANSMITTING STATE SECRETS AND, AFTER HE HAD LEFT THE 
SOVIET UNION, OF WORKING FOR THE CENTRAL 
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. A SIMILAR ALLEGATION WAS MADE 
AGAINST ANOTHER NEW YORK TIMES CORRESPONDENT LAST YEAR 
AFTER HE HAD GONE HOME TO AMERICA. 
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THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT CAN BE EXPECTED TO TAKE THE 
GREATEST EXCEPTION TO THE HARASSING OF REPUTABLE 
NEWSPAPERMENT. WHAT A MOSCOW COURT MIGHT CONSTRUE 
AS SLANDER OF ITS COUNTRY'S INSTITUTIONS WOULD BE 
REGARDED IN A DEMOCRACY AS WHAT IT ALMOST CERTAINLY 
IS, FAIR AND UNPREJUDICED REPORTING. 

REPORTERS SHOULD NOT BE TREATED AS PAWNS IN A POLITICAL 
CHESS GAME BETWEEN THE TWO SUPER POWERS, AND THERE IS 
MORE THAN A SUSPICION OF A CENSORSHIP THREAT IN THE 
LATEST RUSSIAN ACTION. KRENE 
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